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Pinning marks the completion of the initial nursing education and 

welcomes the graduate into the profession of nursing.  Pinning dates 

back to the Crusades during the 12th century where monks who were 

“Knights of the Order of the Hospital of St. John the Baptist” 

served the sick and injured. When new monks joined the order, they 

were given a Maltese cross to wear on their arm.  

The modern ceremony of pinning dates to the 1860’s and Florence 

Nightingale. In recognition of her service to the injured soldiers 

during the Crimean War, Florence was honored with the Red Cross 

of St. George. She, in turn, decided to award her best students with 

a medal of excellence, a symbolic “badge of courage”.  

In 1916, the tradition of awarding a pin to all nursing graduates 

became common practice throughout the United States. The pin 

indicates the institution from which the nurse received their 

education.  
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Jacksonville University is the proud home to the Keigwin 
School of Nursing, thanks to a multi-million dollar gift from 
Beverly and Jack Keigwin that was announced on Wednesday, 
March 1, 2017. The Keigwins’ donation is the largest in the 
nursing school’s 36 year history. Jack Keigwin, former Board of 
Trustee member, executive-in-residence and friend to the 
University said the gift is one of the most meaningful ones he 
and his wife have made. Beverly Keigwin, a former nurse, and 
successful businesswoman has devoted her time, energy and 
passion to the School of Nursing’s students. 

 

Jacksonville University is very grateful to the Keigwins’ for 
their incredible generosity as we continue to provide rigorous 
nursing educational experiences that benefit students, area 
patients, their families, and our Jacksonville community. 
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