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Pinning marks the completion of the initial nursing education and 

welcomes the graduate into the profession of nursing.  Pinning dates 

back to the Crusades during the 12th century where monks who were 

“Knights of the Order of the Hospital of St. John the Baptist” 

served the sick and injured. When new monks joined the order, they 

were given a Maltese cross to wear on their arm.  

 

The modern ceremony of pinning dates to the 1860’s and Florence 

Nightingale. In recognition of her service to the injured soldiers 

during the Crimean War, Florence was honored with the Red Cross 

of St. George. She, in turn, decided to award her best students with 

a medal of excellence, a symbolic “badge of courage”.  

 

In 1916, the tradition of awarding a pin to all nursing graduates 

became common practice throughout the United States. The pin 

indicates the institution from which the nurse received their 

education.  

 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE  

NURSING PINNING CEREMONY 



Jacksonville University is the proud home to the Keigwin 
School of Nursing, thanks to a multi-million dollar gift from 
Beverly and Jack Keigwin that was announced on Wednesday, 
March 1, 2017. The Keigwins’ donation is the largest in the 
nursing school’s 36 year history. Jack Keigwin, former Board 
of Trustee member, executive-in-residence and friend to the 
University said the gift is one of the most meaningful ones he 
and his wife have made. Beverly Keigwin, a former nurse, and 
successful businesswoman has devoted her time, energy and 
passion to the School of Nursing’s students. 

 

Jacksonville University is very grateful to the Keigwins’ for 
their incredible generosity as we continue to provide rigorous 
nursing educational experiences that benefit students, area 
patients, their families, and our Jacksonville community. 
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Board of Trustees 
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President and First Lady  

 

Dr. Sherri Jackson 

Interim Provost 

 

Dr. Mark Tillman 

Dean, Brooks Rehabilitation College of Healthcare Sciences  

 

 

DolphiNurse Alumni Network  
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Immersive Learning and IT Specialist  

 

And a very special thank you to  

The Linda Berry Stein College of Fine Arts 
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Lab Instructor  
 

Susan Hyatt 
Nursing Program Coordinator 

 

Pamela Johnson, MSN, RN 
Skills Lab Instructor &  Simulationist 

 
Wanda Klima 

 Clinical Coordinator 
Undergraduate Nursing 

 
Kate Lanoue, MSN, APRN, NNP-BC 
External Clinical Nurse Coordinator 

Undergraduate Nursing 
 

Tara Lynch 
Simulation Lab Assistant 

 
Adrianne Mansen 

Graduate Clinical Coordinator 
BRCHS 

 
Jennifer Perez 

STAR/Skills Lab Coordinator 
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PLAYING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

WELCOME AND CONGRATULATORY REMARKS   
Dr. Leigh Hart 

Associate Dean, Keigwin School of Nursing 

 

RECOGNITION OF SIGMA THETA TAU/HONORS 
Dr. Lauren Holloway 

President, Sigma Theta Tau, Lambda  Rho Chapter-at-Large 

 

MALONE AWARD 
Dr. Amber Santos 

Nursing Faculty 

 

STUDENT MESSAGE 

Alyssa Arnold  

 

SYMBOLISM OF THE PIN 
Brianna Bortnem  

Malika Payton  
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Sherri Bateh, MSN, BS, RN, CDCES 

Cheryl Bergman, PhD, APRN 

Erica Bilalovic, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC 

Elaine Borne, DNP, APRN, AGACNP-BC 

Laurie Buschini, DNP, APRN, ANP-BC 

Roberta Christopher, EdD, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC, 

NE-BC, EBP-BC, CAIF  

Lila de Tantillo, PhD, MS, APRN, FNP-BC 

Stephanie Dorsey, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC 

Bienvenida Almanza, MSN, RN, BC-CEN 

C. Elizabeth Elliott, MSN, APRN, FNP-C 

Joseph Fitzgerald, FNP-BC, MSN, BSN 

Chelsa Fore,  DNP,  MSN-ED, RN 

Mary Gipson, PhD, FNP-BC, CNE  

Charles Harvey, DNP, RN, CNOR, CNE 

Ann Heusinger, MSN, APRN, CNE 

Lauren Holloway, DNP, MSN, RN, CIC  

Amee Jones, MSN, RN, CHSE   

Kathleen Kavanagh, DMH, MSN, Ed., RN  

Erica Kines, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC 

Kathryn Kott, PhD, APRN, FNP-BC 

 

Roberta Logsdon, DNP, FNP-BC, PMHNP-BC 

Amber Mason, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 

Michele McDonald, DNP, MSN, BSN, RN, CNE 

Melissa McRae, DNP, MBA, APRN, PMHNP-BC, 

CNE  

Dennis Oakes, MS, BSN, RN, CEN, RN-BC  

Dawn Onstott, DNP, RN 

Leyla Pordeli, DNP, MSN, MBA, RN, NI-BC  

Jody Propst, MSN, RN 

Carol Rademeyer, MS, BSN, APRN, CNM  

Diane Raines, DNP, RN, NEA-BC 

Nancy Robinson, MN, MPH, CNM,  

Amber Santos, DNP, MBA, RN, CNE 

Melissa Sefton, MSN, RNC-NIC 

Ginger Strong,  EdD, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC, RN-

BC, CHSE, CNE  

Pamela Swan, MSN Ed, BS, RN, PMH-BC 

Jennifer Willison,  DNP, APRN, AGACNP-BC, 

CNE  

Elizabeth Winings, DNP, ARNP, PMHNP-BC 

Lindsay Wolf, DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC, CNE, CLC  

 



AWARDING OF THE PINS 
Dr. Ginger Strong 

Dr. Amber Santos 

Catherine Elliott 

Undergraduate Faculty  

 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSE PLEDGE 
Dennis Oakes 

Nursing Faculty 

 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Courtney Hanson  

Christopher Nottingham  

    

PRESENTATION OF THE SPRING CLASS OF 2024 
Dr. Ginger Strong 

        Director, Undergraduate Nursing Programs 
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