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Approval of Research Intensive (RI) Courses 



Background Information

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING Requirement
Beginning in August 2013 all undergraduate students must complete an Experiential Learning (EL) requirement. Completion of a three (3) credit hour approved undergraduate research experience is one option for completing the EL requirement. Research Intensive courses meet the standards of the Jacksonville University - Experiential Learning program for an undergraduate research experience.


What is Undergraduate Research? 

UGR/DH/RI is defined by JU as student-faculty collaborative research and scholarship that produces “an inquiry or investigation conducted by an undergraduate student that makes an original or creative contribution to the discipline.” (About CUR, n.d.) Student work will typically include proposal writing, literature review, work product/experiment, analysis and synthesis of results and final reporting in a public forum. The student must first write a proposal (abstract/summary, introduction, and research plan) to be approved by the faculty supervisor.  The student proposal and syllabus (provided by faculty advisor) must be submitted to the Director of Undergraduate Research via an e-form prior to registration (QEP Va. Experiential Learning – faculty
100112.pdf).

Students who complete an UGR/DH/RI are able to exemplify skills that are important for critical thinking: connect relevant experience and academic knowledge (CUR, n.d.; Hensel, 2012; Schneider and Miller, 2005); make connections across disciplines, perspectives (Hensel, 2012; Schneider and Miller, 2005); adapt and apply skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies gained in one situation to new situations (Hensel, 2012; Schneider and Miller, 2005); demonstrate integrated communication (Hensel, 2012; Schneider and Miller, 2005). These desired, tangible skills are outcomes of experiential education. Other research has found that while undergraduate research experiences enhance skills in critical thinking in the areas of inquiry, analysis, and understanding primary literature, these opportunities also enhance communication skills (Hunter 2007 and Lopatto, 2010).  According to CUR, communication skills are very important for undergraduate research students to develop and maintain an effective relationship with their faculty mentor (Showman 2013).  Additionally, students who complete undergraduate research are apt to develop stronger teamwork skills (Lopatto, 2010). 


What are the core standards of an accepted undergraduate research experience at JU?

With the expansion of offerings in experiential learning, JU recognizes a logistical and practical need to bring the research experience into the classroom to meet student demand for compliance with this graduation requirement. Accepted academic standards for Research Intensive (RI) courses are defined as those that demonstrate the four following pedagogical characteristics:

1. Use of primary literature, primary sources, original work, etc. in lieu of a textbook or other secondary source materials.
2. Student conducts original research or creates original work product(s) as majority of grade earned/assignments in course.
3. Student submission of course work product(s) for oral presentation, poster, performance, and publication at a public forum (on campus to international meeting).
4. Major emphasis on instruction in research methods.


How do faculty and students identify Research Intensive Courses? Approved research Intensive courses will be designated with a RIWhat are the required components of an approved Research Intensive Course?
I. Clear connection with academic components
II. Substantive connection to UGR standards including: Project that requires use of primary literature, construction of original research or work product, submission of product for publication or presentation at a public forum, and major emphasis on instruction in research methods
III. Assessment of student learning outcomes  
IV. Direction on professional writing or presentation
V. Organized and supervised




I. Academic component
· This section includes your objectives for student learning.  These are related to knowledge, skills and behaviors that your students should be able to demonstrate at the end of the course.
· In line with the university’s Quality Enhancement Plan, faculty should include other learning outcomes in the areas of critical thinking, teamwork, communication (written or oral) and diversity skills. Please clearly delineate how the course will address these outcomes.

II. Substantive connection to accepted UGR standards. 
Research intensive courses must incorporate two of the four UGR standards.
1. Use of primary literature, primary sources, original work, etc. in lieu of a textbook or other secondary source materials.
2. Student conducts original research or creates original work product(s) as majority of grade earned/assignments in course.
3. Student submission of course work product(s) for oral presentation, poster, performance, and publication at a public forum (on campus to international meeting).
4. Major emphasis on instruction in research methods.


III. Assessment of learning outcomes
· There are academic learning outcomes and other learning outcomes 
· Other learning outcomes are those mentioned in (I).  
· How will you measure these outcomes? Exams, reflective writings, oral presentations, photography, poetry?
· Faculty and student participation in Undergraduate Research Program assessment of courses; including analysis of student artifacts, surveys, focus groups or interviews.
· Faculty and student participation in Experiential Learning Program assessment of courses; including analysis of student artifacts, surveys, focus groups or interviews.

IV. Direction on professional writing or presentation
· To ensure effective communication of research product, the professor will provide students with necessary guidance on writing techniques that are accepted within the discipline and related professional organizations.  
· When oral presentation of research product will be utilized, the professor will provide guidance on professional presentation format, tools and delivery.

V. Organized and supervised
· The professor should have a clear goal for the research projects.
· The professor will provide direction. The professor should provide students with necessary guidance on places to submit their work for presentation or publication. 
· When necessary, the professor should initiate necessary Institutional Research Board approval for student projects.
· When public dispersion of the research will occur in the classroom setting, the professor should work with the Director Undergraduate Research to promote public attendance at the presentations. 
· The faculty member will coordinate all necessary aspects of course designation, assessment and reporting with the Director of Undergraduate Research. 


Proposals for RI courses, including a course syllabus (provided by the advisor), should be submitted using an Independent Study Proposal e-form.  Submitted RI syllabi proposals will then be reviewed by the Director of Undergraduate Research, Dr. Sarah Parker. Please note, proposed EL offerings that will be added to academic catalog will then need to be reviewed by Curriculum Committee.




Appendix A: Checklist for Research Intensive Syllabi


Checklist Completion: Please complete the checklist below, providing all requested information. 

Application Attachments: Please attach a copy of your course syllabus to this Checklist.

Submission & Deadlines: Submit to the Director of Undergraduate Research or the Director of Experiential Learning who will distribute to the Experiential Learning Curriculum Committee- consisting of faculty representing all colleges.  The Committee will review your proposed course syllabus using the checklist as a point of reference. Research Intensive Courses must be approved by the fourth week of the preceding traditional fifteen-week semester:
· Proposals for Spring Research Intensive Courses must be submitted for review by week four of the preceding Fall semester
· Proposals for Fall Research Intensive Courses must be submitted for review by week four of the preceding Spring semester

All approved RI proposals will then need to be routed to the Curriculum Committee for approval unless they are one-time offerings.


Professor 							Email Address: 			@Ju.edu

Name of Course						

Section 						Semester							


I. Academic component
· This section includes your objectives for student learning.  These are related to knowledge, skills and behaviors that your students should be able to demonstrate at the end of the course.
· In line with EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING, the university’s Quality Enhancement Plan, faculty should include other learning outcomes in the areas of critical thinking, teamwork, communication (written or oral) and diversity skills.

II. Substantive connection to accepted UGR standards. Research intensive courses must incorporate two of the four UGR standards.
· Use of primary literature, primary sources, original work, etc. in lieu of a textbook or other secondary source materials.
· Student conducts original research or creates original work product(s) as majority of grade earned/assignments in course.
· Student submission of course work product(s) for oral presentation, poster, performance, and publication at a public forum (on campus to international meeting).
· Major emphasis on instruction in research methods.


III. Assessment of learning outcomes
· There are academic learning outcomes and other learning outcomes 
· Other learning outcomes are those mentioned in (I).  
· How will you measure these outcomes? Exams, reflective writings, oral presentations, photography, poetry?
· Faculty and student participation in Undergraduate Research Program assessment of courses; including analysis of student artifacts, surveys, focus groups or interviews.
· Faculty and student participation in Experiential Learning Program assessment of courses; including analysis of student artifacts, surveys, focus groups or interviews.

IV. Direction on professional writing or presentation
· To ensure effective communication of research product, the professor provide students with necessary guidance on writing techniques that are accepted within the discipline and related professional organizations.  
· When oral presentation of research product will be utilized, the professor will provide guidance on professional presentation format, tools and delivery 

V. Organized and supervised
· The professor should have a clear goal for the research projects
· The professor will provide direction The professor should provide students with necessary guidance on places to submit their work for presentation or publication 
· When necessary, the professor should initiate necessary Institutional Research Board approval for student projects
· When public dispersion of the research will occur in the classroom setting, the professor should work with the Director Undergraduate Research to promote public attendance at the presentations. 
· The faculty member will coordinate all necessary aspects of course designation, assessment and reporting with the Director of Undergraduate Research















Appendix B: Addendum for inclusion with Research Intensive Syllabi This form is to be included with research intensive syllabi to further explain the university’s experiential learning expectations.
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